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The Best Place 
to Live 


By EVANGELIST FRED BROWN 
107 S. Crest Rd., Chattanooga, Tennessee 


“Then Abram removed his tent, and came and 
dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and 
built there an altar unto the Lord.”—Gen. 13:18. 


The twelfth chapter of Genesis gives the story of Abra- 
ham out of fellowship. There is no mention of God on his 


way down to Egypt, nor during his sojourn there. 
not happy-in the place which is typical of the world. 


He was 
Neither 


was the world happy to have him, because we read in chap- 


ter 12:20, “And they sent him away.” 


him out of the place. 


The backsliding of Abraham 
not only cost him a year of wast- 
ed life, but has cost his people 
after the flesh dearly until this 
hour. It is costly to a Christian 
to leave the place of fellowship. 


Abraham now comes to Hebron 
—and builds an altar. Hebron 
means fellowship. From this time 
we see Abraham rise to such 
heights as man rarely ever as- 
cended. He was. able finally 
in chapter 22 to meet God’s su- 
preme test and give his all on 
the altar that God directed him 
to build. 


Our whole message has to do 
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= give-away. 


They literally threw 


with the word fellowship. [It is 
one of the loveliest expressions 
found in our language. We 
learn, as children, the meaning 
of this word. My own father 
would leave us with instructions 
as to what to do and what not 
to do. Somehow the prohibitions 
are far easier to remember. Often 
I would do one of the forbidden 
things, and immediately, even 
though father might have been 
a long way off, I knew I was out 
of fellowship. There had to be 
a confession and a correction be- 
fore things were right. Upon his 
return my brother and sisters who 
had not broken the rules would 
rush out, glad to see him. On 
the contrary, I would linger be- 
hind, reluctant to be seen. My 
very attitude would be a dead 
Father would ask 
the trouble; of course, as- all 
brothers and sisters, mine would 
gladly supply the gruesome de- 
tails of my offense. After the 
proper correction, father would 
give a smile, indicating all was 
forgiven. A great warmth would 
come into my heart as I knew 
the blessedness: of being restored 
to a place of fellowship. 

As wonderful as it is to be in 
fellowship with family and friends, 
there is nothing to equal the joy 
of fellowship with God. The 
whole epistle of I John has fel- 
lowship as its theme. We are 
told how to continue in unbroken 
fellowship. “But if we walk in 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Why You Should 


-FASONS 


Write Us a Letter 


By the Editor 


March is letter month for THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. We 
want every reader to write us a 
letter. The following are some of 
the reasons why we believe you 
will want to write us a letter 
during letter month. 

1, FREE, 64-page book, aha 
Secrets of a Happy, Christian 
Life. Yes, you may have this 
book of seven chapters, besides 
introduction, absolutely free. It 
is beautifully bound in paper (not 
cloth). I have written this book 
to help Christians live a happy, 
victorious life. You may be sure 
of your salvation, absolutely know- 


img that you are saved. You 


should know why Christians ought 
to be baptized, why Christians 
ought te join a church. You 
should learn what the Word of 


God can do for you te guarantee 


success and happiness, learn the 
happiness ang victory of a joyful, 
daily, prayer life. You should 
learn to give in a way that will 

arantee your own peace with 
and prosperity in material 
Shings. And you should learn to 


win souls. These are the seven 
great secrets of a happy, pros- 
perous Christian life as shown 
from the converts of the great 
revival at Pentecost and many 
Scriptures. You need this. book! 
And we will send it absolutely 
free to those who write request- 
ing it. 

A good reason to write, isn’t it? 

2. YOUR LETTER MAY BE 
PUBLISHED! Some of the choic- 
est letters which come to us during 
letter month will be published in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
They will inspire and bless others. 
And for every letter published we 
will give $2.00 credit on anything 
we sell—either subscriptions to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
books, plaques, or greeting cards, 
Tell of blessings received, offer 
constructive criticism, tell us you 
pray.for us. Not too long, please, 
and pay your own postage! 

3. FOR EVERY $5 RETAIL 
ORDER DURING MARCH, LET- 
TER MONTH, WE WILL GIVE 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Assurance of Salvation 


by the Word of God 


THE FIRST SECRET OF CHRISTIAN HAPPINESS 


AND SUCCESS 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Chapter I of the book, Seven Secrets of a Happy, Prosperous Christian Life, brand-new book of 64 pages, 
now being offered free to those who write for it.) 


The first rule for a happy and 
successful Christian life is to 
know that you are saved! This is 
the very foundation of Christian 
happiness and Christian usefulness 
and spiritual prosperity. 

Jesus said, “Rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven” 
(Luke 10:20). And how can you 
have that rejoicing if you do not 
know whether or not your name is 
written in Heaven? 


How can you have confidence 
when you come to pray if you do 
not even know that you are God’s 
child? If you do not know that the 
first prayer that you ever prayed 
—the prayer for forgiveness. and 
salvation—has ‘ been answered, 
how can you have any confidence 
to pray for the salvation of 
others? 

If you do not know that you 
yourself were saved, and if you 
have not understood the Word of 
God clearly enough to convince 
yourself of your salvation, then 
how could you make the same 
road to salvation clear to 
others? D. Li. Moody said that 
after many years of experience 
he had never seen a single success- 
ful soul winner who was not sure 
about his own salvation. 

1. Only Those Who Gladly 

Received the Word 
Were Baptized 

One can see how wise was 
Spirit-filled Peter and the .other 
apostles to demand that those who 
came for baptism should gladly 
receive the Word of God and base 
on that Word their assurance of 
salvation. After Peter had 
preached and made clear the plan 
of salvation, we are told, “Then 
they that gladly received his word 
were baptized” (Acts 2:41). 

Who were baptized? Let us 
imagine the scene. The power of 
God has fallen in a wonderful 
way. Multitudes have turned to 
Christ, this day of Pentecost when 
the hundred and twenty who have 
been waiting in the upper room 
for ten days “were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” Sinners, 
pricked in their hearts by Peter’s 
sermon, had been plainly told that 
they should repent and then should 
be baptized as an outward declara- 
tion of that repentance, and were 
promised not only that they should 
be saved but that they should also 
have, like these others at Pente- 
cost, “the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
They had been: told clearly how, 
Christ had been crucified for them 


HEAR AUTHOR, EDITOR, 
EVANGELIST 


JOHN R. RICE 
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and, from the text in Joel 2:32, 
they had had it preached to them 
that “whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shal] be saved” 
(Acts 2:21). Their baptism, then, 
was to be strictly a sign that they 
believed their sins were remitted 
when they repented, calling upon 
Christ for salvation. I can imagine 
that a man steps up and says, 
“Peter, I want to be — too, 
as a Christian.” 


“But are you saved? Are your 
sins forgiven? Why do you claim 
that your ’sins are forgiven, and 
on what basis do you call yourself 
a child of God?” I imagine that 
Peter asked. 

To this I can imagine that the 
new convert plainly says, “I have 
just heard that God raised Jesus 
‘Chirist from the dead, proving that 
He is the Christ of the Old Testa- 
ment. I believe, then, that He 
died for my sins. According to 
the Word of God, ‘whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.’ My heart has called 
upon Him, trusted in Him. My 
heart has turned from its sin, de- 
pending on Jesus. I believe that 
He has forgiven me and saved me 
because the Word of God you 
quoted to us from Joel says that 
‘whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved,’ and 
I have called upon Him. Peter, 
I believe the Word you have 
preached and I am claiming to be 
a child of God and to have a right 


to be baptized on the basis of 
the Word of God.”’ 


The crowd of Christians smile 
ang thank God for a sinner saved, 
and the apostles nod their heads 
in united approval. “Yes! He is 
ready to be baptized. He has 
gladly received the Word of God, 
has trusted Christ for his salvation 
and is depending upon God’s Word 
that he is saved. His assurance 
is based on, what God has plainly 
promised.” And so the man was 
approved for baptism. 

But I imagine that some other 
man comes and says, “I, too, want 
to be baptized. I want to be a 
Christian. ‘In, fact, I call myself 
a Christian already and I think 
I ought to be baptized as others 
are being baptized.” 

“And on what basis.do.you claim 
that your sins are forgiven and 
that yoy are a child of God?” I 
imagine that the Apostle John 
may have asked him. “I’m se 
glad that you want to be a child 
of God and I trust that you are. 
Now if you have really been saved 
you ought to be baptized, but how 
do yOu know that you are saved?” 

Let us imagine that this man 
says, “I’ve heard the plain preach- 
ing of Peter and I am pricked in 
my heart. My conscience accuses 
me of my sins. Therefore, I want 
to do better. I have resolved never 
to be drunk amy more, never to 
lie or steal. I want to serve God 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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A Personal 


Testimony 


By REV. CARL McINTIRE, D.D. 
Pastor, Bible Presbyterian Church, Collingswood, N. J. 


Editor, THE CHRISTIAN BEACON 


Good evening, everybody. 

This final talk I want to make 
in the nature of a personal testi- 
mony. I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Saviour. I know that He 
died for my sins, and I trust Him. 
My only hope of Heaven and of 
eternity is in the finished work of 
His cross. My, how I praise God 
for this Gospel and this hope! It 
is all that I have; the only mes- 
sage there is that is worth preach- 
ing. 


talking to you about modernism 
and socialism and near-conimun- 
ism in the Federal Council of 
Churches, and the issues that we 
face in the Christian world, They 
concern everyone of us who be 
lieves the Bible. But someone says, 
How is it that churches could get 
away from the truth? The only 
answer is that they have turned 
aside from the Bible. 

Here is another Sunday school 
quarterly from The Methodist 
Church—October, November, De- 
cember, 1948—in which the Inter- 
mediates, the young boys and girls, 


are told: “Folks used to think that 


The last few nights I have been 


(Radio address on station WLAC, Nashville, in connection with the General Synod 
of the Bible Presbyterian Church, May 13-18, 1948). 


Moses wrote all these books. [re- 
ferring to the Pentateuch], but 
the best Bible scholars now tell us 
this is not. so. There were several 
reason for this earlier belief. The 


authors of the books said they 


(Continued on page 5) 
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and win His approval. I feel sure 
that if I live right and hold out 
faithful He will receive me. There- 
fore, I want to be in the church 
with God’s people, to live with 
them and among them, and I hope 
tc hold .out faithful to the end and 
prove myself a Christian.” 

Here is a man who wants to 
do right, wants to be saved. But 
either he i8 not saved or he, while 
trusting in his heart, does not have 
the assurance of salvation based 
upon the plain Word of God. His 
assurance may be a fleeting assur- 
ance that will leave at the ‘first, 
temptation or persecution. He 
may “feel” all right now, but what 
about when he comes into tempta- 
tion or. neglects to pray, or when 
he finds it difficult to live as a 
Christian ought? So I imagine 
that the Apostle John, the Apostle 
Peter and others would sadly 
shake their heads and say, “No, 
no, my friend! Before you are 
baptized we feel that you ought to 
have assurance based upon the 
Word of God. We are baptizing 
only those who gladly receive 
God’s Word on this matter and 
base their hope upon God’s Word.” 
So the man would either be in- 
structed further and taught to 
base his assurance upon the Word 
of God, or he would be denied 
baptism until that matter was 
made.clear, The man might be 
an unsaved man depending on his 
works. Or he might be a really 
born-again Christian but poorly 
instructed and with a_ cloudy 
understanding of the way of 
_ salvation. But at Pentecost, we 
are told, only those were baptized 
who gladly received the Word as 
it was preached by the other 
Christians, particularly by Peter 
in the public message. 


2. Can One Absolutely Know 
He Is Saved? — 

Years ago I heard a good woman 
say to her pastor in a _ public 
prayer meeting: “But, Brother 
Pastor, it seems to me it would 
be very presumptuous for me to 
say that I know I am saved. I can 
say that I have a hope of salva- 
tion, but I know that I am un- 
worthy. I could say that I intend 
to do my part and trust that the 
Lord will forgive me and take me 
to Heaven. But would it not be 
presumptuous for me to say that 
I kmow I am good enough to go 
to Heaven?” 

To this the pastor very wisely 
replied, “None of us is good enough 
for Heaven in our own works. 
Every one of us is a poor Hell- 
deserving sinner. The only ones 
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who can ever go to Heaven are 
sinners who are saved by God’s 
undeserved mercy and grace, sin- 
ners cleansed by the blood of 
Christ. So,” he said, “nobody in 
the world has any right to count 
on his goodness, on his character, 
on his righteousness to get him 
to Heaven.” 


“But, on the other hand,” the 
pastor continued, “if I have come 
to Christ and trusted-in His 
atoning blood, and if the Word of 
God gives me clear assurance that 
‘he that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life’ (John 3:36), and 
‘he that believeth on him is not 
condemned (John 3:18), and that 
‘whosoever shall call on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved’ (Acts 
2:21), then I would not be pre- 
sumptuous to claim what God has 
said is true. I would be making 
Him a liar ana doubting Him if I 
did not claim what He said was 
true: So when I know I have trust- 
ed in Jesus Christ and not in my- 
self; when I know that I have de- 
pended on what Jesus has done for 
me and what He has promised that 
He would do for me, then it is not 
presumption but is an honest faith 
that can say, ‘I know I am 
saved!’ ” 


But does the Bible clearly say, 
in so many words, that we can 
know we are saved? Yes, thank 
God, it does! In I John 5:13 are 
these blessed words: ‘“These things 
have I written unto you that be- 
lieve on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life, and that ye 
may believe on the name of the 
Son of God.” <A part of the Bible 
is written, we are told, for the 
express purpose “that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life 


Years ago- I was preaching in 
a tent revival campaign in San 
Antonio, Texas. Two lovely girls 
sixteen and eighteen years of age 
came under the tent one night 
just before the song service be- 
gan. I gave each of them a song 
book and then said to the older 
girl, “Are you a Christian? Have 
you.been saved ?” 

She looked at me with an in- 
nocent face and said respectfully, 
“Yes, I think I am a Christian. 
Of course, I do not know. I don’t 
think you can know. But -+t-do the 
best I know how and I think I 
can say that Iam a Christian. Of 
course, nobody can know for sure 
whether or not he ig saved.’ 


“Oh yes, you can know,” I said. 
“And you ought to make sure and 
know that you are saved.” 


“But I do not think that you can 
know,” she said. 

“Well,” I said, “let us not argue 
about it. Suppose I find it in the 
Bible that you can know that you 
are saved. Would you believe it 
then?” I asked. 

“Yes, of course I will believe it 
if it is in the Bible. But I do not 
believe it is there. I do not be- 
lieve that one can know that he is 
saved.” 

I got my Bible and turned to 
this wonderful passage in I John 
5:13, and holding the Bible before 
her we read it together: ‘These 
things have I written unto you 
that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the 
Son of God.” 

“You see,” I said, “you can 
know that you are saved. Here 
in the Bible is a portion of Scrip- 
ture that was written expressly 
So you can know that you are 
saved.” 

I saw the tears start up in her 
eyes, and then she looked at me 
and said very softly and with deep 
emotion, “Yes! One can know!” 

“Now read the rest of the verse 
carefully,” I said. “How does one 
get to be a child of God so he 
can know it?” 

She read the verse again: “These 
things have I written unto you 
that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life) AND 
THAT YE MAY BELIEVE ON 
THE NAME OF THE SON OF 
GOD.” 

“IT see it now! One who believes 
in Christ and depends on Christ 


death unto life, because we love 


eternal life!” she said. And. then” 
we bowed our heads and asked the 
Lord Jesus to help her trust Him 
right there. And she did trust 
Him. She took my hand earnestly 
as a sign that tnere and then she 
would claim Him as Saviour and 
went away knowing that she had 
everlasting life. And her sixteen- 
year-old sister - likewise trusted 
Christ and on the basis of this 
plain Word of God knew that she 
had everlasting life. 


Oh yes, then, one can know that 
he is saved. 


There are a number of similar 
passages in the Bible which clearly 
say that one can know he is saved. 
For example, in I John 5:19 we 
are told: “And we-kmnow that we 
are of God, and the whole world 
lieth in wickedness.” 


Again I John 3:14 says, “We 
know that we have passed from 


the brethren...” 


Again in I John 2:3 we are 
told, “And hereby we do know 
that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments.” 


2. But This Perfect Assurance of 
Salvation is not Automatic: 
One Can Be Truly Con- 
verted and Yet have 
Doubts, Not Perfect 
Assurance 


Some people think that if any- 
thing so wonderful as forgiveness 
of sins and the salvation of the 
soul has happened to a person, 
that he could never doubt it. 
Some people believe that when one 
is saved he automatically knows 
and can never doubt his salvation. 
But that position is not supported 
by the Word of God. Actually, a 
Christian can know beyond any 
doubt that he is saved and every 
Christian ought to know beyond 
any doubt that he is saved; but 
many people, in fact, do not know 
it. That assurance has to come 
by an understanding of the Word 
of God. 


It is true that many people have 
such a sweet assurance and peace 
and joy at the time of their turn- 
ing to Christ that they are happy 
and have a sweet assurance, for 
the time being, based upon the 
“experience.” They say, “I -was 
there when it happened and I 
ought to know!” Some tell how 
they felt as light as a feather. 
Others tell how they saw a bright 
light shining from Heaven. Others 
tell how they praised God aloud 
and felt the glory of the Lorg in 
their souls. Some tell how they 
were instantly changed and how 
old habits dropped away and that 
things they once hated they now 
loved and what they once loved 
they now hated. Some people, 
after they have trusted in Christ, 
have an assurance that is based 
upon their feelings. their emotions, 
upon their experiences. But, alas, 
that kind of assurance does not 
always last! They feel. wonder- 
ful for the present, but the time 


of God’s nearness. Perhaps 
through lack of prayer, or lack 
of meditation upon the Word of 
God, or through some sin or some 
neglect, they lose the sense of 
God’s constant presence and lose 
the sense of His forgiveness. Im- 
mediately such people are prone to 
believe that they have lost their 
salvation. Or, when the feelings 
of joy and happiness disappear, 
then one who depends upon his 
feelings may think, “I suppose I 
was mistaken. Probably I was 
never saved or I would not feel 
like this and I would not fall into 
the sins that trap me now.” Or 
one who depends on his feelings 
may, after a great struggle with 
conscience and trying again and 
again to feel as he once felt, decide 
that he has committed the un- 
!pardonable sin, that the Spirit of 
God has left him forever because 
of some real or fancied sin. Oh, 


business trying to,depend upon 
one’s feelings for the assurance 
of salvation! } 

How well I know about this! 
When I was nine years old I 
trusted Christ as my Saviour, It 
was after a-good sermon by a 
godly pastor in Gainesville, Texas. 
He preached upon the parable of 
the prodigal son and told us how 
that any poor sinner who would 
turn to the Lord would receive a 


comes when they lose their sense. 


I tell you it is an uncomfortable | 


glad welcome and forgiveness and | 
peace, and that, like the prodigal]. 
son, we would receive al] these. 


out price, wholly’ undeserving. 
Then he asked those who would 
take Christ as Saviour and trust 
Him, turning in their hearts to the 
Father’s house for mercy and for- 


igiveness, to come forward. I slid 
off the pew, walked down the aisle 
and took the pastor’s hand to 
claim Christ as my Saviour. They 
did not take time to teach me 
any of the Word of God. Perhaps 
they thought I was too young. I 
went home so happy that day and 
asked my father if it would be all 
rgiht for me to join the church 
and be baptized since I was now 
a Christian. He said, “Well, Son, 
when you are old enough to know 
you are a sinner and honestly re- 
pent of your sins and be. re- 
generated, then it will be time 
enough to join the church.” 

I sat stricken and silent before 
my father. I didnot know what 
all those big words meant; repent- 
ance and regeneration and more. 
I simply knew my father did not 
think I was' saved! Well, I 
thought, my father was the wisest 
man in the world and a preacher, 
besides; and if he thought I was 
not saved, I supposed I was not. 
Sadly I gave up the idea of join- 
ing the church and hoped the time 
would soon come when I would be 
old enough to be saved so my 
father would know that I was 
saved. 

The next morning on the way to 
school I stopped under a willow 
tree down on Pecan Creek and 
prayed. I asked God to help me to 
be a good boy and asked Him to 
save other people, since my father 
thought I was too young to be 
saved. 

I wish I could tell you all the 
sadness and disappointment of the 
next three years. I often prayed. 
We moved out to a ranch in west 
Texas and then to a little cow 
town. The company was not al- 
ways the best. My mother had 
gone to Heaven, and I was a 
motherless boy. I did not get 
much instruction in the Word of 
God. I got no assurance about 
salvation. Again and again: I 
prayed for God to save me. Once 
I asked a godly preacher to pray 
for me and he asked-me to pray 
for. myself. So that night when 
I went home from the little church 
I went out into the horses’ stall 
and knelt down and asked Gog to 
save me. Then I prepared for 
bed and knelt by the bed as I 
usually did for a. good-night 
prayer ‘ang asked God to forgive 
my sins and save me, I felt no 
change. I did not have any glori- 
ous experience. I did not see any 
light shining around about me. I 
did not hear the flutter of angel 
wings. No electricity came in at 
my head or went out at my fingers 
and toes! So I sadly went to bed 
without any assurance of salva- 
tion. Then I thought, 
had better settle this thing for 
good someway or other’; so I 
got out of bed and prayed again. 
There on my knees I thought how 
strange it was that when I realized 
I was a sinner and that there was 
nothing I could do to earn salva- 
tion and when God had promised 
so plainly that He would save 
people and that Jesus had died to 
pay for our sins—how strange, I 
thought, that God would not save 
me! I decided I would leave the 
matter in the hands. of God the 
best I knew how and go to bed. 

I offered myself for membership 
in the church. I could not feel 
any great conviction for sin, and 
yet I did not know that I was 
saved. When, in that little west 
Texas church, they asked me to 
stand and give my “experience,” 
give my testimony before being 
received into the church, I simply 
said that I had thought about the 
matter a great deal, that I did not 
want to be a Methodist so I had 
decided to be a Baptist! I was a 
| trembling, inexperienced boy, 


“Well, I 


— 


twelve years old. I was frightened 
at speaking before the people. And 
they someway had more confi- 
dence in my salvation than my 
testimony would have warranted, 
and received me in the church as 
a candidate for baptism! 


When I was baptized I was 
strangely happy. Even yet I could 
give no clear testimony as to when 
I was saved or how. Oh, I wished 
that I knew just how and when 
I was saved and could know for 
sure that # was settled for good! 
But when others gave the very 
date and place when they were 
saved and told how happy they had 
been, I could not give any such 
experience, 


Then one glad day I began read- 
ing the New Testament and came 
upon those wonderful promises in 
the Gospel of John, like clusters 
of ripe fruit on a beautiful tree! 
“As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, EVEN TO THEM 
THAT BELIEVE ON HIS 
NAME.”’—John -1:12. 

“He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life.”” — John 
3:36. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word and be- 

(Continued on pzge 3) 
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Neveth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.”’— 
John 5:24. 


Oh, that last wonderful promise! . 


‘I found that when I heard the 


Word of God and put my trust in 
the God who had sent His Son 
to save me, I then and there re- 
I had 


often tried to remember that 
incident or that experience when 
I was nine years old and came 


- to claim the Saviour publicly. I 


could not remember how I felt. I 
wondered if I had been as deeply 
moved as one must be to be saved, 
I recalled that a twelve-year-old 
boy’ who came the same day had 
been weeping and I had shed not a 
tear! I hag thought many a time, 
“If I were really saved I would 
not do some of the things I do.” 
But .now 1 saw, praise the Lord, 
that when I had put my trust in 
Jesus Christ, then and there I 
received everlasting life! My 
doubts and fears were gone; gone, 
thank God, for ever! From that 
day to this I have never doubted 


for a moment that I am God's. 


child. I know one thing beyond 
any doubt: when I trusted Jesus, 
depended on Him to forgive me, 
He did! The Word of God says 


‘go and that makes it so. On those 


promises I have hung the eternal 
welfare of my soul, and how sure, 
how unchanging is that blessed 
foundation for my faith! 3 


3. How Foolish to Base One’s 
Happiness and Assurance 


om Feelings! 
Do you have doubts about your 
salvation? Do you sometimes 


wonder if you are truly a child 
of God? Then, dear friend, let 
me tell you something I have 
learned. It may comfort you to 
know that a great majority of the 
saints of God, before they became 
established in this sweet assurance 


~ “based on the Word of God, havg 
“doubted and feared and trembled 


about their salvation. When they 
lived victoriously, then they felt 
sure of their salvation. When they 
fell into temptation or trouble, 


| then they doubted whether they 


had ever been saved. Oh, feelings! 
Oh, emotions and experiences and 
ecstasies! What a foundation of 
shifting sand! How unreliable, 
how untrustworthy, how fleeting 
is all the assurance which one may 
have based upon one’s feelings! 


One man for long years had 
gweet confidence that he was 
saved, until he grew ill. His blood 
pressure was low and this brought 
about a natural depression and 
melancholy. Suddenly he began 
to have all kinds of doubts about 
his salvation. Satan, that old 
accuser of God’s children, that 
enemy of a Christian’s peace, takes 
advantage of every physical ail- 
ment, of every temptation to 
cause doubt and fear in the heart 
of a Christian who depends upon 
feelings. 


A woman came to me who had 


been a happy Christian for many) 


years. But when the change of 
life came on and her health was 
unstable, her mind became a 
victim of all kinds of fears, as is 
frequently the case at such a 
time. She had come now to he- 
lieve that she must have com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin! All 
her joys were gone. She still loved 
the Lord, still wanted to serve 
Him. She had no pleasure in the 
things of the world. -But because 
now her physical condition led to a 


natural depression and because/ 


she was emotionally upset, as is 
very customary with many women 
@t such a time, she feared that 
God had forsaken her. Oh, people 
who look within themselves and 
examine their feelings and emo- 


tions and try by these feelings and 
_ .@motions te prove that they are 
a 3 | born again, that they are children 


BIBLES 
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of God, will have many doubts 


and fears. 


4. Knowing By the Dependable 
Record; Not By Feeling or 
Memory of.a Feeling 

But some preacher may boldly 
say that if you do not know for 
sure that you are saved, that if 
you do not have “an experience” 
that always satisfies you, then 
you are not saved. “If you can 
have it and not know it, then you 
could lose it without missing it,” 
wisecracks some preacher. And 
he may say, “I know I was saved 
because I was there when it hap- 
pened.” Now that is really a very 
witty saying. It sounds so smart 
that one may not instantly recog- 
nize that such a man is depending 
not on the Word of God but upon 
his own changeable emotions and 
feelings and memories. Actually, 
the fact that you were there when 
it happened does not automatically 
guarantee that you will under- 
stand fully what happened and 
that you will always have perfect 
assurance of salvation. 


Let me illustrate. “I was there 
when it happened” when I was 
born into the world the first time. 
Remember that salvation is simply 
anew birth. If one can know all 
about his second birth by the 
simple fact that he was there, 
then he ought to be able to know 
about his first birth for the same 


reason! Now I was born on 
December 11, 1895, in Cooke 
County, Texas. How do I know? 
Do you suppose that on that 


eventful day I sat up and looked 
about me and said, “Well! I see 
by the calendar that it is Decem- 


and baby Porter! 


ber il, just two weeks before 
Christmas Eve! I'll put this “."™ 
in my notebook so I will aiwajs 
remember I was born on Decem- 
ber 11!” Do you suppose that I 
looked at my mother and said, 
“Your name, please, lady? I want 
to put it down in my notebook 
so. I will always know who was 
my mother, who was my father, 
and the other conditions surround- 
ing my birth.” I did nothing of 
the kind! When I was born I did 
not know much of anything ex- 
cept when I got hungry. I learned 
gradually to know my mother’s 
voice and to know when I was 
uncomfortable with dirty clothes 
or with the pricking of an un- 
fastened. safety pin. I later 
learned to focus both eyes and 
look at one object! Then I learned, 
I suppose, to smile when people 
tickled me under the chin. There 
were long months before I grew 
a single tooth, and other months 
before I learned to walk and talk. 
It is true that “I was there when 
it happened” at my first birth. But 
I was very young at the time, I 
took no note of my surroundings, 
and I cannot trust my memory 
about the matter at all! 


And yet I know; in fact, it is 
beyond any doubt at all in my 
mind, that I was really born on 
December 11, 1895, that William 
H. Rice was my father, that Sallie 
LaPrade Rice was my mother, and 
that Gertrude was my sister, 
eighteen months older. How do 
I know? That is easy! I have it 
on the authority of my mother. 
It was written down in the family 
Bible. And recently I saw it writ- 
ten down on a separate piece of 
paper in my mother’s own hand- 
writing. There it was listed by 
her sweet fingers, “Gertrude 
Frances, born July 24, 1894. John 
R., born December 11, 1895 .. .” 
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and so on with Ruth and George 
I have the writ- 
ten record of one I absolutely 
trust. And so I know when I was 
born and who my mother and my 
father. 

And, thank God, I have even 
better assurance than that about 
my second birth! I have the writ- 
ten record of God’s own Word 
saying that when I put my trust 
in Jesus Christ passed from 
death to life!. I have the written 
record that “he that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life” 
(John 3:36). I believed in Him, 
trusted Him, depended on Him to 
forgive me. Now I know He has 
done it because He never failed to 
keep His word, and He never will! 

I know that Jesus said, “All 
that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out” 
(John 6:37). When 1 came to 
Christ it was because God the 
Father had given me to Jesus and 
put it in my heart to come! And 
then when I came He did not 
reject me, did not send me away, 
did not cast me ont. He promised 
that He did not and would not. 
When I came to Jesus, He re- 
ceived me. I know, because I have 
the plain Word of God that can- 
not lie, that “him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out.” 

When I say I came to Christ I 
do not mean when I joined the 
church or when I was baptized 
or when I walked down an aisle 
or when I took the preacher’s 
hand. I mean that in my heart I 
wanted Christ, I wanted forgive- 
ness, and I decided to trust Him 
and chose to come to Him. In my 
mind and heart, when I decided to 
come to Jesus, I had already come, 
then, in His sight. And when I 
came He received me, He forgave 
me. That is far better assurance 
than my feelings and my emo- 
tions, 

“Whosoever shall call upon the 

*e of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Rom. 10:18). I know that I 
called on the Lord. And I know 
God is not trying to trip me up, 
not trying to take advantage of 
my ignorance. I know that He 
sees the heart and He knows L 


myself to Him and depended on 
Him to save me. An honest God 
knows that’this poor sinner called 
on Him for salvation and turned 
the matter over to Him. There- 
fore, I have perfect assurance that 
I have the salvation which He 
promised. God cannot lie! And 
~n His written record I claim 
‘hat I have a contract with Him 
that He cannot and will not break. 
Oh, God wants to save sinners. 
He gave His Son to die on the 
cross to save sinners. And one 
who honestly, in his heart, calls 
on God for mercy and forgiveness 


jand salvation, is assured of sal- 


vation by this clear promise of the 
Bible. 

“Then they that gladly received 
his word .were bapfized,” we are 
told of the new converts at Pente- 
cost (Acts 2:41). 

If the promise, ‘Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved,” seems too 
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A number of years ago, Clif- 
ford Lewis, a graduate of Bob 
Jones University, formerly Bob 
Jones College, conducted a re- 


vival meeting in Alabama; and 
a young man about twenty-six 
or twenty-seven years of age 
was genuinely converted. After 
his conversion, he felt the call 
to preach. He had not finished 
high school, and he had not 
saved any money. He wrote us 
that he would like to come to 
Bob Jones Academy and then 
finish in Bob Jones University. 
He said that he could not get 
enough money to pay his way 
and would have to borrow some 
money from the school. We 
told him to get all the financial 
assistance possible, and we 
would let him haye the balance 
of the money and let.him pay 
it as he could, after finishing 
his education. _He was with us 
about five years. He finished 
high school and then finished 
college. This man, who is now 
just about middle age, is pastor 
of a good church in North Caro- 
lina; and he is doing a fine job 
for God. A day or two ago we 
had a letter from this fine 
Christian leader, enclosing one 


Bob Jones Says: - 


hundred = dollars. He said, 
“There is still a little money 
that I have not paid, but I will 
send you more in a short while,” 
As I read the letter from this 
orthodox, -evangelistic, conse- 
crated Christian pastor, it oc- 
curred to me that if our friends 
knew all the facts about how 
we have from time to time 
helped students who ~ needed 
help and how these young peo- 
ple have gone out into the 
world to honor God and bless 
humanity, we would have no 
difficulty in raising our million- 
dollar Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund. Some of you Chris- 
tian people have not yet made 
any contribution, but I believe 
you are going to make a con- 
tribution. Some of you have 
already helped us, and I believe 
you are going to help us some 
more, We have a certain goal 
we wish to reach by the cloge 
of this school year June 1; so 
suppose you send a contribution 
at the earliest moment possible. 
Thank you and God bless you. 


BOB JONES, 
Bob Jones University 
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‘good to be true, too easy a plan 
of salvation, let us remember that 
the next verse, Romans 10:14, 
says, “‘How then shall they call 
on him in whom they have not be- 
lieved?” Actually, one who calls 
upon Christ for mercy and for- 
giveness has trusted Christ in the 
heart, and the prayer of the heart 
is simply the manifestation of 
faith. How would one call on God 
for mercy and forgiveness if he 
did not believe there is a Géq who 
hears and that God has provided a 
way of salvation? You see, saving 
faith is in the heart of one who 
honestly, penitently calls upon 
Christ for salvation. 

Have you the assurance of sai- 
vation based upon the plain Word 


of God? 
assurance! 
Here is another promise to hang 
the destiny of your soul upon with 
sweet assurance. Romans 10:8 9 
says: “But what saith it? The 
word is nigh thee, even in thy 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


The Best Place to Live 


(Continued from page 1) 


the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, 


and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin” 
(I John 1:7). We are told how 
our fellowship is broken in chap- 
ter 1, verse 6: “If we say that we 
have fellowship. with him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth.” When it is brok- 
en we are told how it might be 
renewed, in chapter 1, verse 9: 
“Tf we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” 


After once walking in commun- 
ion with Him, how is it possible 
for all the great army of His 
children to be satisfied with 
husks of the world? . Having 
drunk and felt the thirst-quench- 
ing satisfaction of a draught from 
His word as Isaac, how can you 
be satis#ed with a stagnant bot- 
tle on the desert sand as Ishmael? 
Come to Hebron and live. It is 
the best place to live. 


Contrast Hebron and Sodom 

Lot chose the plains. He made 
the choice of his own will and 
volition. The plains were well 
watered but the wickeg cities 
were there. 


Abraham didn’t choose. He let 
God pick his route. The only safe 
way is to leave the choice in the 
hands of God. It might look as 
if you will be cheated, but you 
won’t. God cares for His own 
and will make ample provision. 

We see Lot on the well-watered 
plains and Abraham in the high- 
lands, pitching his tent in He- 
bron. Lot moved ever closer and 
closer to the wicked cities, and 
each step took him farther and 
farther from the influence of Ab- 
raham and the place of fellow- 
ship. Finally we see him in the 
gates of the city. It looks as if 


Abraham’s nephew has_ really 
“arrived.” He has been a big 
success=—or has he? 


Sodom is a picture of the world 
for all of God’s children, as is 
Egypt. Lot was a typical Chris- 
tian out of fellowship. He was 
a saved man. Second Peter 2:7 
says, “And delivered just Lot...” 
The sins of the Old Testament 
saints are not named in the New 
Testament. On this side of Cal- 
vary they disappear. The Holy 
Spirit faithfully records Lot’s 
failure as a warning to _ those 
who would seek satisfaction and 
recognition outside Hebron. The 
disaster and utter failure of this 
man is being repeated the world 
over today in the lives of God’s 
children. It is easy to see in its 
various stages of development but 
very hard to point out to the 
victims that they are on the road 
to Sodom. 


Because of his sojourn in So- 
dom, Lot lost family, wealth, tes- 
timony, friends, position and in- 
fluence. He left a blot against 
his name that time can never 
erase. No one would want to em- 
ulate his example, but millions 
are unwittingly doing so. 

Abraham on the other hand 
proved himself to be a man who 
believed God, and through him 
God has been able to bless the 
world. He was put in a show- 
case, so to speak, and all the 
succeeding generations were ask- 
ed to walk by and look at a man 
who believed God. The difference 
fs in Hebron and Sodom. 

While lcoking in the concord- 
ance one day I found some_ in- 
teresting things in relation to 
Hebron: 


I. It Is a Fruitful Place 
(Num. 13:23, 24). 

The large bunch of grapes 
brought out by the spies came 
from Hebron. It is_ significant 
that Hebron was a fruitful place. 

It is utterly impossible for a 
Christian to live constantly in the 
place of fellowship without bear- 
ing the fruit of a Christian. If 
your life is barren, it isn’t neces- 
gary to advertise where you live. 
You might even have Hebron on 
your letterhead, and claim it as 
your home, but everyone. will 
know that you are either in So- 
dom or well on your way there. 

Galations 5:21, 22 records the 
kind of fruit your life will. pro- 
duce by the power of the Holy 


any thing” 


Spirit . Check your conduct with 
this list and it might be a reve- 


jlation to you as to where you 


live. 


One of: the saddest experiences 
of Christ must have occurred at 
the foot of the mountain immedi- 
ately after His  transfiguration. 
While on the mountain a man 
brought his demon-possessed son 
to the disciples and they were 
helpless to deliver him. “... 
and they could not...” (Mark 
9:18). 

Why couldn’t the disciples cast 
the demon out? Christ had giv- 
en them power over demons but 
they had been so busy wondering 
and debating who would be great- 
est in His kingdom that they for- 
got how to do what He had com- 
missioned them to do. 

Now the man wonders if Christ 
is able. “But if thou canst do 
(Mark 9:22). The 
failure of Christ’s disciples makes 
men doubt Christ’s own ability. 
Our faithlessness and lack of fruit- 
bearing casts a shadow over His 
whole cause. 

Christ of course cast the de- 
mon out ang then the -disciples 
ask,“Why could not we cast him 
out?” Jesus -answered, “This 
kind can cme forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting.” In 
other words, you must live in fel- 
lcwship if you are to work the 
works of God. He will enable 
us for every task if we live in 
felloyship with Him. But out of 
fellowship we are powerless. 


II. Caleb Asked for Hebron 

Caleb the faithful spy was 
eighty-five years old. He had 
wholly followed the Lord all the 
days of his life. Now it was time 
to divide the land. When asked 
what he wanted, he requested He- 
bron for an inheriténce. It was 
given him. “And Joshua blessed 
him, and gave unto Caleb the son 
of Jephuneh Hebron for an inheri- 
tance” (Josh. 14:13). 


Caleb was saying, ‘I have fol- 
lowed the Lord for eighty-five 
years and I find it so wonderful 
that I want to live in fellowship 
all. the rest of my days.’ Some 
folks imagine they can get. in 
the habit™of living in Hebron and 
then just coast in. No. effort. 
Read the Bible through once. 
Pray for awhile and go to Sun- 
day School when a child. After 
that just drift. 

It doesn’t work out. The old- 
er you get the meaner you get, 
if you are out of Hebron. Old 
people can be meaner than young 


people. ‘They knovy” more ways, 
and have had more practice. You 
have seen old folks who have 


grown bitter, vindicative and sour. 
No one wants to be with them. 
On the other hand, some olq folks 
live in the place of fellowship 
and grow so sweet that people 
beat a path to their door to re- 
ceive a blessing from. them. 

George Mueller was heard pray- 
ing when he was nearly ninety, 
and his prayer was, “Lord, save 
me from being a mean old man.” 
We could all well pray that pray- 
er. Let us live in Hebron. and 
grow more like Christ. 

A significant fact it is that be- 
fore Caleb could settle down and 
enjoy Hebron it had to be con- 
quered. There was a mountain 
and giants to be conquered (Josh. 
14:12). 

It is no trouble to live in So- 
dom. The road is paved. It is 
four lanes with a parkway in be- 
tween. It is down hill and the 
wind is behind you. You can be 
in Sodom before you know it. But 
when you start toward Hebron, 
you have a uphill fight. Enemies 
are in the way. All the giants, 
the world, the flesh and _ the 
Devil have to be conquered be- 
fore you can live _ there. 


if we will fight them out and 
settle down in Hebron, we won’t 
be there long until all will see 
the change. 


Til. David Was Anointed 


_King There (II Sam. 5:5). 
Saul Was Not Annointed 
in Hebron. 

David was anointed in Hebron 
from a ram’s horn, and in that 
we see the altar, and Calvary and 
God’s man. 

It is'in Hebron we anoint Christ 
to be King of our lives. If you 


God 
will give grace for the task and/ 


—_— 


ever once know the blessedness 
of letting Him have complete con- 
trol of your life, you will there 
and then put the reins in His 
hands ang anoint Him King and 
Lord forever. 


IV. Sarah Died There 
(Gen, 23:2) 

Hebron is not only the best 
place to live; it is the only place 
to die. Sa 

Any number of folks want to 
live in Sodom or on the border 
land until just before the funeral; 
bit without exception they call 
for the preacher just before they 
die. They neglect the church, ig- 
nore the Bible, live without a 
compassion for souls, spend their 
money selfishly without thought 
of God’s part; but when dying 
time comes they want a big send- 
off as if the world was suffering 
a great loss. 


The most selfish thing I know 
is for a Chistian to take Christ 
as Saviour and then ignore His 
claims as Lord and use Him as a 
convenience out of Hell. If you 

ant to die in Hebron, the best 
way is to live there. 
ambulance is rushing you from 
Sodom to Hebron you might die 
enroute. If you have lived there, 
your death is your coronation day. 
Death becomes your servant and 
opens the door to allow you to 
escape. 


I have known no greater Chris- 
tian than Dr. Harris Gregg. He 
and I were intimate during the 
last four years of his life. He 
reminded me of Christ, just as 
Dr. Earnest Reveal in Evansville 
does. He had so little changing 
to do to go to Heaven. 

Dr. Gregg and I had planned 
a Bible Conference in Chatta- 
nooga at Christmas time. I was 


in Tucson, Arizona, with Dr. Beal | # 
came |: 


for meetings when word 
that my old friend was seriously 
ill. I cancelled a meeting in 


Phoenix, Arizona, and rushed home. | ' 
Mrs. Gregg kept me informed as]: 
There seemed no |: 


to his progress. 
doubt that he was going home. 
Finally word came of his going. 


Mrs. Brown and I went that]: 
evening to see Mrs. Gregg. She}; 
showed us the cot where he had |: 
lain, and told us of his going. He |: 
asked for his Scripture motto. It | 
be- |: 
She brought it from his| <2: 
upstairs room and hung it by his | #35 
He then asked to be turned |: 
Then he closed | #3; 


was, “Be not afraid, 


lieve.” 


only 


cot. 
on his side facing the wall. 
turned him over. 


his eyes and prayed, “O Father, 


give rest to the most unprofitable | 
of all your unprofitable servants.” | : 


Quietly and suddenly he was with 
his Lord whom he so loved and 
adored. His going was victori- 
ous, beautiful, anq triumphant 
because he. had lived in Hebron. 

Where do-you live? Here is 
some sound advice. If it 
Hebron, pack up today, move, 
bag and baggage, to Hebron and 
be determined to live there until 
you see Him face to face! 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


A Personal Testimony 


(Continued from page 1) 


were written by Moses, for one 
thing... 


“Ad a matter of fact, the books 
of the Pentateuch, in their present 
form, were written many years 
after Moses’ death, but that great 
hero laid the foundation for all 
early Hebrew legislation. We don’t 
know for sure that he wrote any- 
thing, or that he knew how to 
write!” 

When I ‘read a thing like this, 
given to the innocent boys and 
girls, it grieves and breaks my 
heart, because. Jesus Christ had 
something to say about Moses. He 
said to the religious leaders, “Had 
ye believed Moses, ye would have 


believed me: for he wrote of me” 


(John 5:46). Now whose word are 
we going to take—that of Jesus 
Christ or the Methodist quarterly? 
I believe we should take the word 
of the Lord Jesus. We must be- 
lieve Christ—all that He said. 


My friends, it is a heartbreak. 
I have wept, I have shed many 
tears over what is happening. I 
never dreamed when Jesus Christ 
called me to be a preacher of the 
Gospel that I would be called upon 
to walk the path that I have gone, 
or to make radio talks like these! 
Paul said in Galatians 1:8 and 9, 
a ee an angel from heaven 
preach any other gospel] unto you 
than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed.”’ 
There is only one Gospel, and men 
must hear it, and we must defend 
that message. 

I attended the last meeting of 
the Federal Council in Seattle, 
Charles P. Taft, the 
present president, was elected. He 


» delivered an address accepting the 


nomination, and this is what he 
said. I am going to quote it to you, 
but as I do, my heart is heavy. 
He goes out of his way to cast 
aside, as the solution for our pres- 
ent problems, the great saving doc- 
trines of the Word of God: “The 


evangelicals of the revival a hun- 
~ dred and more years ago empha- 


sized the personal depravity of 


each man and the absence of any 


‘particle of inherent righteousness’ 
in the miserable sinner. Only con- 
version of a kind that is fixed at 
an identifiable moment, the vi- 
carious atonement of Jesus, and 
the justification that comes com- 
pletely dissociated from anything 


. else the sinner does, could save 


any of us. They had little apprecia- 
tion of liturgical beauty. The belief 
in the verbal inspiration of the 
Bible made a pretty complete 
whole, all of which still can be 
found now in the new churches at 
which we are accustomed to look 
a little down our noses, The mem- 
bership of the Church of God or 
of the Nazarene certainly shows 
the effectiveness of the old-time 
religion, even though we may be 
convinced it is not a solution, at 
least in those terms, to our mod- 
ern problem.” 

My friends, these doctrines are 
a solution. If we believed in the 
total depravity of man, if we be- 
lieved in the subSstitutionary atone- 
ment, we could have another re- 
vival. The Bible tells us, when men 
deny these doctrines, we are to let 
them be anathema. The Federal 
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Council] has fallen so far away 
that it takes a man who questions 
the saving doctrines and elects 
him president of the Council. Mr. 
Taft tells us where the doctrines 
can be found; he knows where they 
are not being preached. Let me 


say, if these doctrines were being 
preached and honored in_ the 
churches today, we would have 
a revival. 

Iam a Presbyterian. I was born 
in a.Presbyterian manse. I was 
reared in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, I went to Princeton 
to start my ministerial training. 
There I learned of the conflict be- 
tween belief and unbelief, of mod- 
ernism in the church, and of the 
rising of what is called higher 
criticism. I immetliately said that 
I had to stand on the side of the 
Bible, regardless of what it cost 
or what it meant, and I have stood 
in the church with that group 
that fought against the modernist 
doctrines and these rising socialist 
philosophies. Fifteen years ago I 
became the pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church in Collingswood, New 
Jersey, a church of 1166 members. 
I was twenty-eight. The church 
was greatly disturbed over modern- 
ism in the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the denomination, and we 
reached the point where we refused 
to send any money to the Board be- 
cause missionaries were being sent 
out who denied the way of salva- 
tion. I worked with others in the 
church to try to have the Board 
corrected, and, when the General 
Assembly refused to correct the 
situation, the late Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen, scholar and defender of 
the faith, led in the organization of 
the Independent Board for Presby- 
terian Foreign Missions. I became 
a member of that Board. 

Immediately, in 1934, the Gen- 
eral Assembly attacked this In- 
dependent Board in a mandate and 
directed that its ministers resign 
immediately and that they support 
only the officially approved de- 
nominational program or be put 
on trial. I had to make a decision 
before my. Saviour. Would I obey 
the General Assembly, or would I 
obey what I believed the Bible 
taught? I believe the Bible for- 
bids us to support, with God’s 
money, unbelief. I believe it is 
wrong to send out missionaries 
who do not preach the way of 
salvation. I also believe that we 
are commanded to send out the 
right kind. The church of Christ 
is not a forum; it does not include 
all views and opinions. We present 
only one way of salvation, and that 
is the Christ of the Bible, His shed 
blood and bodily resurrection. 

Well, I refused. I was tried, and 
in 1936 the General Assembly, in 
its highest court, speaking in the 
name of Jesus Christ and upon His 
authority, suspended me from the 
ministry and commanded me not 
to take the holy Communion of 
Jesus Christ again until I repented 
of my “sin” and obeyed this order. 
Need I tell you what happened? 
My great church in Collingswood 
—and, thank God for it—said, We 
have to separate from the denom- 
ination. We had a beautiful build- 
ing, Gothic in design, which our 
people had built at a cost of $250,- 
000. We renounced the jurisdiction 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., and, since the fight was 
over the Bible, we simply put the 


word “Bible’’ in front of the word 
“Presbyterian,’ and called  our- 
selves the Bible Presbyterian 
Church. 


When the General Assembly 
came to take away our property 
from us, we fought for it. We lost 
in the lower court, and we walked 
out—-1200 of us. We met in a tent 
on an empty lot. It was cold. Then 
we built a wooden tabernacle, and 
today we are still in that wooden 
tabernacle, more than 1600 of us. 
The Bible Presbyterian denomina- 
tion now has twelve presbyteries, 
and churches in twenty-seven 
states of the Union. My, how I 
praise God! He is Lord! The Bible 
Presbyterian Church had a part 
in the establishment of the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches. 

“The word of God is not bound.” 
Property and position and prefer- 


ment are nothing compared to the 
eternal verities of the faith of our, 


fathers. Think what our fathers 
went through, and suffered! But 
there comes a time when decision 
has to be made—will it be Christ 


and obedience to Him, ‘or will it be 


men, and a church organization? 
I love Christ, and IL love His church. 
I have never said one single word 
against the true church of Jesus 
Christ. Everything I have ever 
done and fought for has been for 
the preservation of the true church 
of our blessed Lord and Saviour. 
God cannot bless sin; God cannot 
bless unbelief; and God is going 
to judge us unless His people who 
love Him take a stanq. for His 
Word. We came out. I say to you 
tonight, those of you who are in 
denominations and churches where 
there is modernism, if those 
churches can be purified, stay in 
and fight; but if not, then you 
should separate and take part in 
the establishment and preservation 
of a true church that will preach 
the Gospel and which God will 
honor. The Bible tells us what to 
do! 

The. Bible is our charter; it is 
our hope. I believe that millions 
of Americans who believe and love 
the Bible do not know what is 
being done and what is going on. 
They need to be told. You need to 
help us tell them. This was one 
reason we started the Christian 
Beacon, a weekly religious news- 
paper, twelve years ago: God is 
blessing it and sending it to all 
parts of the world. This was one 
reason we started Faith Theologi- 
cal Seminary where today seventy- 
five college graduates are learning 
to preach and to go out and take 
their places in the great battle of 
the day. My, what a company we 
have found! There are more than 
seven theusand who have not bow- 
ed the knee to Baal! 

Most of all, we have found the 
Lord Jesus Christ in all His faith- 
fulness and all His blessedness. He 
said, “Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, and will be 
a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” In these days 
when men talk about the brother- 
hood of man and gloss over and 
confuse the great issues of salva- 
tion and of death and of eternity, 
those of us who know the real 
brotherhood of the redeemed have 
found a precious Father, the eter- 
nal God. 

My ‘personal testimony and my 
plea to you tonight is, if you are 
a Christian, in the light of God’s 
Word, do something about what I 
have told you. If you are not a 
Christian, Jesus Christ will save 
you and you can spend the rest 
of your days being a faithful wit- 
ness and worker for Him in help- 
ing to build a true church of our 
Lord, and in helping to save free 
America. 

Let’s be done with socialism. 
Let’s be done with helping the 
communist program in America. 
Let’s be done with these confused 
ideas. Let’s go out and use our 
strength to preserve our free so- 
ciety with all the liberties that are 
guaranteed to us in the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

I believe that Jesus Christ is 
coming back again. As I see the 
shaping up of world events, I be- 
lieve it will not be very long. I 
look for Him every day. He told 


me to watch, and when He comes 


the dead are going to be raised, 
and we are going to be given new 
bodies. My, how the cry of the 
heart of the Christian continues, 
Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus. 

I have been in your city of Nash- 
ville attending the eleventh Gen- 
eral Synod of the Bible Presby- 
terian Church. That Synod ad- 
journed today. The pastors and 
their wives, elders, and representa- 
tives have gone back to their 
churches. Pray for us. 

Take your Bible, take these 
facts, wherever you are, and God 
will show you clearly His will for 
you, and your place for the glory 
of Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for listening. Good 
night, and good-by. 

(This is the last of six radio 
messages on Russia’s Most Effec- 
tive Fifth Column in America, an 
indictment of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches. The entire series 
of messages may be had for 25c 
from Christian Beacon Press, Had- 


don and Frazer Avenues, Collings- | 


wood, New Jersey.) 


to its readers is that 
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ABSOLUTELY FREE A BEAU- 
TIFUL BOX OF 14 ASSORTED 
CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS. 
These are the most beautiful 
greeting cards we have ever seen 
come by the box. There are 
birthday cards, get-well cards 
which you will want to send to 
comfort the sick; there are an- 
niversary cards, a card of good 
wishes for the new baby, etc. They 
are beautifully printed in many 
colors. Some have poems, some 
have Cellophane or lace inserts, 
some are cut-outs. But ALL have 
fine, comforting Scripture verses 
that make them especially suitable 
for Christians. This box of greet- 
ing cards which sells for $1, will be 
sent absolutely free for each $5 
retail order sent during letter 
month, when you request it. 


Isn’t that a good reason to 
write and send your order now? 


4. “VEST POCKET COMPAN- 
ION FOR SOUL WINNERS” BY 
THE LATE DR. R. A. TORREY, 
118 PAGES OF SCRIPTURES 
AND INSTRUCTIONS IN SOUL 
WINNING, SENT FREE WITH 
EVERY $2 RETAIL ORDER 
DURING LETTER MONTH! But 
you must ask for it. A $2 sub- 
scription will get this gift free or 
an order for the book on The 
Home or Prayer. Of course you 
cannot get two premiums for the 
same amount of money sent in an 
order. Get the box of gift cards 
free with a $5 order, or the Vest 
Pocket Companion free with a $2 
order, but it takes a $7 order to 
get both of them. 


5. SPECIAL PRICE ON THE 
BOOK “THE HOME: COURT- 
SHIP, MARRIAGE AND CHIL- 
DREN,” DURING LETTER 
MONTH! During this month only 
we have reduced the price on the 
popular book; now you may have 
it postpaid by sending only $2. 
There are 381 large pages, 22 
strong chapters. It is approved 
by the leading Christian workers 
in America, and leading Christian 
magazines. It is an ideal gift for 
young married couples, a standard 
manual to be :kept at hand by 
every home. We make it at this 
unusual low price for March ped! 
because we are doing all in our 
power to make it profitable to you 
who write. 

6. THERE ARE THINGS YOU 
OUGHT TO TELL US! A large 
part of the blessings which THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD brings 
we keep in 
touch with common people. We 
know their needs, their problems, 
their temptations, their heart 
burdens. We know what they in 
need in the way of spiritual food, 
the Bible questions they want 
answered. The 45,000 paid sub- 
scribers to THE SWORD,OF THE 
LORD are about the most loyal of 
any reading group in America. 
This is proved by the way the ad- 
vertising pulls, by the way they 
subscribe for others. Now our 
only hope of making THE SWORD 
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OF THE LORD continue as a 
great source of blessing and im 
proving it is in hearing from our 
readers. So we want your 
letters! 

Many of you have been saved 
through sermons in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, through my little 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” or through other books 
and pamphlets published by The 
Sword of the Lord Founda- 
tion. You ought to write us, 
first, as a matter of gratitude te 
God. We need the encouragement 
and have a right to expect 
you to tell us if you have 
been blessed. Some of you have 
seen your loved ones transformed 
by THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and other literature we publish. 
You ought to write and te}l us 
so. 

Some of you have grown from 
backsliders to spiritual Christians, 
from worldlings to soul winners 
by the strong meat as well as the 
milk of the Word given weekly im 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. It 
is only common gratitude, the 
Christian courtesy that everyone 
owes to those who help them, 
that you should write and tell us 
of the blessings you have received. 

Last year during ietter month 
we received nearly 12,000 let- 
ters. Within the last week we 
have heard indirectly from a 
soul-winning evangelist in Spain, 
from native Christian workers im 
Sicily, | directly from a mission 
ary in Japan, from a missionary 
in Argentina, and another im 
Venezuela, who told how § they 
have been blessed through THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and volk- 
unteered to help spread _ this 
anointed Christian literature im 
the far-off fields of the earth. In 
one day last week we had seven 


letters from seven people saved 
through our literature. Three 
were saved through my sermon 


on “The Banquet Invitation, R.S. 
V.P.” in a recent Sword; three 
were saved through the booklet, 
“What Must I Do To Be Saved?” 
and one through the _ booklet, 
Religious But Lost. These writers 
showed only common gratitude, 
the Christian courtesy always due 
(Continued on page 6) 
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4 CHURCH PEWS 


Write now for an esti- 
‘mate on Prices and de- 
livery dates on our— 


Posture Eurve 
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in solid woods 


We have early delivery 
dates. 


HELM and SON. 
EQUIPMENT CO. 


Pineville, Missouri 
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Should Know... 


1. Send change of address to ws 
at least 4 weeks in advance. 
2. Give both OLD and NEW ad- 
dress and date you expect te 

move. 7 

8. Be sure to give ZONE UR 
BER. 

4. Send ADDRESS LABEL clip- 
ped from old paper with letters 
to us. 

5. Please send CHECK or MONEY 
ORDER when renewing your 
subscription. 

6. Send all letters to: 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
4 West Wesley 


Wheaten Illinois 
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| Reports FromAmericas OutstandingSoul Winners 


By BILL RICE, 


Associate Editor 


This has been an especially blessed week from many 
standpoints. The men on our Extension Staff reported sev- 
enty-two conversions and restorations, there were thirteen 
who wrote in to tell us they had been saved through Sword 
literature, and now the following glowing reports tell about 
souls saved in revival campaigns in various parts of this 


nation and Canada. 


Canadian Pastor Reports 200 
Conversions and Restora- 
tions in Jim Mercer 
Campaign 

Pastor David Anderson of the 
Ohristian and Missionary Alliance 
Tabernacle, Owen Sound, Ontario, 
writes to tell of a wonderful re- 
vival campaign conducted there by 
Evangelist Jim Mercer. “Without 
exaggeration,” Mr. Anderson 
writes, “I believe the whole city 
felt the impact of the campaign.” 
Part of his letter follows: 


“The weeks of January 9 to 
February 6, 1949 witnessed the 
greatest evangelistic effort in the 
twenty-five year history of the 
Alliance Tabernacle of Owen 
Sound, Ontario. Rev. Jim Mercer, 
@ynamic southern evangelist of 
Dothan, Alabama, was the human 
instrument who, under God, 
g@tirred the entire city and sur- 
rounding communities. 


“The opening Sunday morning 
had the hush of the Holy Ghost 
wpon it. The subject was ‘Hell’ 
and at the invitation a young 
married woman for whom much 
prayer had been offered came for- 
ward publicly under deep con- 
viction and was saved. Sunday 
might six more responded. Monday 
might was Sunday School night 
and 95% of the schools’ enroll- 
ment was present, with the 
teachers. Seventeen of the chil- 
dren professed Christ. Night by 
might the attendance ard interest 
grew. <A deep burden for souls 
rested on these prayer warriors. 
Ym tears, men and women cried to 
God for the salvation of souls. 


“As the end of the second week 
drew near, pastor, people and the 
evangelist knew the campaign 
ghould continue. Week-night at- 
tendances now filled the church 
and on Sunday afternoon and eve- 
mino the Tabernacle was packed, 
imcluding the side annex and the 
platform. ... At the urgent re- 
quest of the pastor, the evangelist 
» » . continued through the fourth 
week ... At every service, except 
four decisions were made. A 


most conservative estimate of the 
total number of first time 
decisions and restorations would 
be 2002" 

The pastor went on to say the 
meeting hag been widely adver- 
tised with placards, handbills, 
newspaper advertisements and 
radio announcements. 


Evangelist Joe B. Rice Has 
Blessed Revival in 
Denison, Texas 


anata yet 
visite 


Evangelist Joe B. Rice 


Joe is the middle brother of the 
three Rice preachers. (I am the 
baby of the family and never 
allowed to forget it!—B.R.) In 
the midst‘of the most disagreeable 
weather Texas has experienced 
in Many, many years the church 
building was filled and God blessed 
with a stirring revival. The fine 
pastor, Rev. Milton Kresse, wrote 
me and I quote a portion of his 
letter: 

‘“‘My heart shall ever praise God 
from whem all blessings flow for 
sending your breéher, Joe Rice, 
our way. Indeed he was not only 
a blessing to Mrs. Kresse and my-= 
self; he was truly a blessing to 


6 BIG 
Why You Should 


(Continued from page 5) 


te those whom God uses to bless 
an 
Don’t. you think you should 
write also? 

We get hundreds of letters from 
those who make suggestions. One 
writes praising the sermon by 
this great soul winner; another 
suggests that we print sermons by 
another distinguished Christian 
friend. Some write to tell us 
that they like this article, that 
another answer to a Bible ques- 
tion has been published in our 
paper in answer to prayer or that 
they are sending a sermon to a 
friend who needs help on the par- 
ticular matter discussed. Some 
write to criticise doctrines they 
think are wrong. But they write, 
and, praise God, that is as it 
@hould be! 

We want you to write to us. We 
have free catalogs of our books, 
pamphlets, plaques, Christian 
greeting cards, and_ stationery. 
Let us send you a Sword catalog. 
I¢ you want a large folder printed 
last year with twenty-one pic- 
tures of Sword of the Lord work- 
ers, building, offices, etc., simply 


_ say so. 


The earlier letters will have the 
best chance of being printed. We 
will not print your letter if you 
de not wish‘it. 


Let us urge you again to write}. 


ang particularly to ask for the 
new book on The Seven Secrets 


Reasons 


Write Us a Letter 
| 


of a Happy, Prosperous Christian 
Life. I am sure God will bless 
it to your heart as He has bless- 
ed the same material to the hearts 
of others. Get a copy for your- 
self, let your loved ones read it 
at once. Only one book sent free 
to a person, of course. 


Other copies may be bought a 
soc a COpy. . 


dollars in printing these books 


envelopes, stamps, and secretar- 
ial help. So seng along an order 
or subscription if you can. 


radio broadcast at 11:00 p. m. 
Standard Time on XENT, La- 


(also XENT, 8:15 p. m. 
WCBD, Chicago, 4:30 p. m. Sun- 
days). 
send money to help pay for many 
thousands of booklets being given 
away free. We are now having 
printed 350,000 copies more of the 


Saved?” at heavy expense. Some 


an order, be sure to write today 
for the book on The Seven Secrets 
of a Happy, Prosperous Christian 


already, ask for the Sword cat- 
alog of books, etc. 


of the Lord Publishers, 214 W. 
‘Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


We are spending hundreds of 


and will spend hundreds more for 


Or 
send an offering for our daily 


redo, Texas, 1140 on your dial 
and 


Or perhaps you ought to 


booklet, “What Must I Do te Be 


will feel leq to help. But whether 
you send an offering or not, or 


Life, and if you do not have it 


Address your letter to Sword 


our church and the entire com- 
munity as well ... The building 
was completely filled after the 
third night. We also praise God 
for having seen souls saved for 
whom we had been praying for 
the entire five years that we have 
been here as pastor. Also we re- 
joiced to see some fathers and 
mothers who had been cold and 
indifferent toward the cause of 
Christ, come rededicating their 
lives to His service. 

“In all the five years as pastor 
at Sunnyside, we have never had 
a@ revival here equal to the one just 
closed by your brother and my 
brother in Christ. Surely God 
is using him in a mighty way 
and my prayer is that He shall 
continue to do so. 

“Yours by His matchless grace, 

“Milton Kresse’”’ 

Brother Joe is the busy pastor 
of the Cashion Place Baptist 
Church in Oklahoma City and a 
teacher in the Oklahoma _ City 
Bible Institute, but I am happy 
to report he has promised to give 
some of his time in the future to 
the Sword Extension Department. 
He has given me permission to 


book him for many one-night en-° 


gagements with the films and 
some revival meetings this year. 


Evangelist Del Fehsenfeld in 
Three Campaigns 

Miss Fairy Shappard, director 
of personnel in the SWORD OF 
THE LORD office, received a 
letter from Mrs. Del Fehsenfeld. 
We are taking the liberty of 
quoting one paragraph: 

“The Lord has really been 
blessing Del with souls this year 
he had a good revival in 
Oswego, Kansas the first. part 
of January with around forty-five 
souls saved, I believe. Then the 
meeting in Los Angeles which fol- 
lowed saw around one hundred 
saved. He is now in Williston, 
North Dakota, in a union revival 
with around seventy-five saved 
during the first week. We're 
praising the Lord for the souls 
saved. Pray with us that many 
more may. be saved before the 
meeting is over. ‘Fhey may run 
a third week.” 


Evangelist F. A. Wirth 
Writes from Rushville, 
Illinois 
Evangelist and Mrs. F. A. Wirth 
are old friends of my _ brother, 
John, (editor of this paper) and 
myself. He is a fervent preacher 
of the gospel and she is a lovely 
lady and fine personal worker. 
They wrote to my brother during 
their campaign in Rushville, Tli- 

nois, as follows: 
“Dear Brother Rice and family: 

“We are in the midst of an old 
fashioned revival meeting here 
in a small Baptist Church . ; 
The last three nights God has sent 
in large crowds and we have felt 
led to preach against sin in the 
church. God is blessing. Many 
are being burdened for the lost; 
others are starting to show signs 
“Cle... 

“God is keeping us busy and we 
are constantly on the move con- 
ducting meetings in various lo- 
calities throughout the middle 
west. We are seeing souls saved 
in every meeting ang many back- 
sliders coming back to God. It 
is wonderful to watch the churches 
take on new life as the Spirit of 
God moves upon them. ...I 
praise God for giving me a small 
part in spreading the Gospel. 

“Your messages on “Tongues 
and the Spirit of God,’ are wonder- 
ful and should be put in book form 
and sent out all over the world. 
Everywhere we go we hear many 
fine comments on thems How I 
do praise God for your plain 
teaching of the Scriptures, and 
what a blessing you have been to 
me! We don’t have many great 
men left who are contending for 
the faith. May God bless you 
with health so that you might con- 
tinue in this great work for years 
to come, if He tarries. No doubt 
you are turning .as many people 
to Christ as any other man in the 
world today. 

“How we do praise God for 
opening up the radio to you as 
another way of getting the Gospel 


—_—— 


out to a lost world. I have heard. 


of many who hear. you on the 
Mexican station. (XENT - 1140 
on your dial at 11:00 p. m. 
nightly—B.R.). . . . It would _be 
wonderful if God saw fit to permit 


you to have a world-wide radio 
ministry.” 

New Evangelistic Team 

Formed 

Rev. Paul Coulombe of Lacomb, 
Oregon, writes that he is joining 
Evangelist Tom C. Fair as song 
leader. They hope to take sub- 
scriptions for THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Brother Coulombe 
writes: 


“We had a thrilling campaign 
with this brother who has only 
been saved three years, and in 
evangelistic work about a year 
and a half. . 


“In our meetings an ex-convict 
and pugilist along with his wife 
and boy, were saved; also a 
drunkard and his two boys. An- 
other man who had already fixed 
his car to commit suicide was 
gloriously saved and is now at- 
tending Powellhurst. Bible Insti- 
tute in Portland. Another drunk- 
ard, his wife and children were 
saved. God is using this brother. 
We are hoping to be at your next 
conference.” 


Evangelist Clifford Lewis 
Conducts Successful Cam- 
paign in Richmond, 
Indiana 

I have followed Clifford Lewis 
in several campaigns and in each 
case he left such a good “taste” 
that my work was made easier. 
Then last year, when I was in 
Albany, Oregon, he dropped in on 
me and I was not at all disap- 
pointed in this man whom I had 
already learned to admire so 
much. Big, strapping, friendly — 
genuine! He has preached around 
the world; has written two or 
three books, also several gospel 
tracts which he has given away 
by the thousands; edits a paper 
and is in demand for conference 
as well as revival work. It is 
good to ‘hear of him through Rev. 
Homer W. Achor, pastor of the 
First Evangelical United Brethren 
Church of Richmond, Indiana, who 
writes: 

“The evangelistic services with 
Clifford Lewis ... offer adequate 
proof that the days of revivals are 
not over. According to _ their 
decision cards, at least forty-four 
persons. accepted Christ for the 
first time, and thirty-six others 
rededicated their lives to Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour. The 
total of eighty decisions was about 
equally divided .among adults, 
young people, and children.” 


Pastor Commends Evangelist 


Evangelist Eddie Wagner 


Last November Rev: David S. 
Nelson called me, asking that I 
recommend an evangelist for a 
revival campaign in his church. 
The Lord seemed to lay Evangelist 
Eddie Wagner on my heart and 


I suggested that he be contacted. 


As a result, Evangelist Wagner 
was called and God gave a blessed 
revival in which, the pastor writes, 
“thirty-two persons came to the 
altar for confession of faith or 
rededication of their lives to Jesus 
Christ, and the church.” 

In his letter Rev. Nelson also 
said, “Thanks so much for sending 
such a wonderful man to us.” 
Actually, we did not “send” Evan- 
gelist Wagner — we merely intro- 
duced the pastor and evangelist to 
each other and they felt led of 
God to arrange for the revival 
campaign. THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD Christian Worker’s Bureau 
serves as a sort of clearing house 
for churches and Christian work- 
ers. If your church ig in need of 
an evangelist or a pastor you may 
write to us and we will try to 
help you find God’s man for your 
place. There is-no charge f 


this service. Write Evangelist 


PW ey 


Bill Rice, 214 W. Wesley St., 
Wheaton, HL 


Evangelist Douglas Winn 
Sends Good Report | 
Evangelist Douglas Winn of 
Martinsville. Virginia, writes to 
tell of a fine revival campaign 
just closed in Monmouth, Oregon, 
in which there were thirty con- 
versions and ten rededications. 


At the close of the campaign 
the Salem Academy, a high school 
fourteen miles away, invited Mr. 
Winn to speak in chapel four. 
days. I believe you will be 
thrilled, as I was, to ‘read Mr. 
Winn’s account of. what happened: 


“The first day I did not give 
an invitation but the second day 
sixty or more precious souls came 
forward. When only two came 
forward the third day the Lord 
led me to spend a night in prayer. 
The last day we were singing for 
an hour and the inquiry room 
would not hold all these young 
people. There were more than 
eighty to come. ~No one thought 
of food as we went past the lunch 
hour. I have never witnessed as 
much weeping in one service. The 
revival fire began to fall and stu- 
dents went to teachers to confess 
sins and to make restitution. Some 
went to their lockers to destroy 
cigarettes and other things of 
Ee ee 


For Your Protection . . . 
Every Product and service 
advertised in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD is investi- 
gated and approved. 


“You May Bay With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers” 


for Vacation Bible School 


SUCCESS . 
get this valuable booklet FREE 


The booklet that tells you everything 
about putting over a DVBS,« « « the 
“GOLD MINE OF IDEAS” by Bernice 
T. Cory, editor-in-chief of Scripture Press. 


CONTAINS... 


an easy-to-follow 7-step plan 
for putting over a DVBS 


@ Getting it Started 

@ Enlisting the Workers ~ 
@ Setting Dates 

@. Choosing the Course 

@ Checking the Equipment 
@ Ordering the Supplies 
¥ @ Publicizing DVBS 


Also tells you about the famous. 
BLE VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 


COMPLETE to the last detail 


The Ali Bible course contains everythin, 
for hour of every day. These Bible- 
pert lessons are adapted for four a 
levels. All of the material—worship, Bib 
stories, Bible drills, music, handwork, etc. ‘ 
—is coordinated and outlined in detail 

It’s a blessing ro the untrained teacher, a 
welcome aid to the trained. ie 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Meet Me At 


‘Beautiful Lake Louise! 


Sword Conference on Revival 


and Soul Winning, July 11-17%, 


at Lake Louise, Toccoa, Georgia. Plan Now to Come! 


Mr. Philippi, director of the LeTourneau conference 
ground at beautiful Lake Louise, Toccoa, Georgia, writes me 
that already people are making reservations for The Sword 
of the Lord Conference on Evangelism to take place there 


July 11-17. And no wonder! 


This beauty spot, with a beau- 


tiful crystal lake set amidst pine-clad emerald hills in north- 
eastern Georgia, will draw hundreds of Christian workers to- 
gether to rest, to vacation among Christians, to be taught 
the Word of God, and specially to be fired anew for soul win- 
ning in our Conference on Evangelism, Monday through Sun- 
day, July 11-17. Last year the Sword Conference at Lake 
Louise was precious beyond all telling. This year a greatly 
enlarged attendance should tax to capacity the hotel and 


other facilities. 


Here beside the lake is a great 
circular, all-steel auditorium, with 
a domed roof covering the entire 
sixteen hundred seats! Here is a 
modern, air-conditioned hotel, com- 
fortable and homey! Here is dining 
room service at reasonable rates 
but with good food, Christian at- 
mosphere and cheerful, happy 
service. Here are boats for rowing 
and fishing; here is a fine swim- 
ming pool. Here are grounds for 
softball, courts for tennis, and all 
the hills and trails among the 
pines for hiking! 

Take Your Vacations Among 
Christian, Like a 
Christian! 

There are more vacations since 
the war, with higher wages and 
shorter hours. Many who read 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD will 
take a vacation this summer. Why 
not come to Lake Louise at Toc- 
coa, Georgia, for this great soul- 
winning conference? Come down 
through the great Smoky Moun- 
tains, across the Cumberland Gap. 
I think there is no prettier scenery 
in America. For example, a few 
miles away from the conference 
grounds are beautiful Toccoa 
Falis; higher than Niagra Falls, 
set amidst rustic scenery! The 
temperature last year was mod- 
erate. Highways are fine. Train 
service is good. 


Plan now to spend seven days: 


of your. vacation with other Chris- 
tian workers; studying the Word 
of God, praying for the power of 
the Holy Spirit, waiting upon God 
for cleansing and instruction and 
enduement! Christian people, in- 
stead. of forgetting the Lord’s 
Day, forgetting the church and 
ignoring God and the Bible during 
vacation, would do well to spend 
their time having their spiritual 
batteries recharged, having their 
hearts newly cleansed and em- 
powered for service. Why not put 
in application now for your vaca- 
tion to include July 11-17 and meet 


us at beautiful Lake Louise? 


A Superb Program 
. Already promised for the Sword 
of the Lord Conference on Soul 
Winning at Lake Louise are the 


following: 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
for fifty years, 
Jones University. 

Evangelist E. J. Daniels, Fair- 
field, Alabama, editor and remark- 
able soul winner. Those who hear 
Brother Daniels for the first time 
may expect a rich blessing. — 

Evangelist Bill Rice, Wheaton, 
editor of 
ORD, has 


evangelist 


THE SWORD OF THE 


+ been seven years an evangelist, 


three years associated with Moody 


‘Bible Institute as an extension 


staff evangelist. He brought great 


_ blessing to the conferences last 


year and will be with us through- 
out the seven days, God willing. 

Evangelist Covell Keenum of De- 
catur, Alabama. Brother Keenum 
is a fresh and striking speaker, 
with energy and boldness and 
courage. He maintains a radio 


' Broadcast, edits a paper, main- 


tains evangelistic helpers. 
This editor will also be present 


to preach on soul winning and 


prayer and the Holy Spirit, to 
answer Bible questions and to 


founder of Bob. 


— — 


to come! Rates are reasonable and 
will be announced in detail soon 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Or you may write direct to 


Mr. A. J. Philippi, Director 
LeTourneau Conference Grounds 
Lake Louise 

Toccoa, Georgia 

Illustrated folders will be avail- 
able before long, God willing. 

Other Great Sword Confer- 

ences Coming! 

Other conferences on evangelism 
sponsored by THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD will be held at Cedar 
Lake, Indiana, and at Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas, during the 
summer. : 

Cedar Lake, Indiana, is forty 
miles south and a little east of 
Chicago. Here the Cedar Lake Con- 
ference Ground has been very 
popular through many years. We 
are glad to have a fine Confer- 
ence on Evangelism to last nine 
full days, July 16-24. The first five 
days we will be stressing specially 
the needs and blessing of young 
people, and we expect young peo- 
ple to come from far and near. The 
last four days will be meeting 
particularly the needs of Chris- 
tian workers. Both conferences 
will be distinctly evangelistic in 
tone, and we plan to help people 
find God’s secrets of blessing for 
their lives, answer personal prob- 
lems, and help people to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit and commit 
themselves to definite soul-win- 
ning work. 

We plan rowboating, motorboat 
rides, sailboats, shuffleboard, soft- 
ball and other amusements for 
those who want to spend the 
afternoons in that way. There will 
be plenty of time for rest, besides 
a very strong program of great 
teaching and preaching and gospe] 
music and counseling of indivi- 
duals. 

Among the speakers will be 
Evangelist John Linton of 
Wheaton, Illinois, besides Evangel- 
ist Bill Rice and this editor, John 
R. Rice. Other numbers will be 
announced later. Remember .the 
date at Cedar Lake, Indiana, for 
Sword Conference on Revival and 
Soul Winning, July 16-24, Saturday 
through two Sundays. 

At Siloam Springs, Arkansas, 
the Sword Conference on Evangel- 
ism will be held August 7-14 at 
the Baptist State Assembly 
Ground, There are accomodations 
for twelve hundred people. Plans 


are being made to make meals and | 


board as inexpensive as possible 
so that all who will may come. A 
great program is being arranged. 

At which of these Sword Confer- 
ences on Evangelism will you 
spend your vacation? Make your 
plans now. Look for further details 
later. 


ania 


Ukrainian Missionary and 
Bible Society, Inc. 
1509 8. Ouyler Ave. Berwyn, Mliinois 


There are over 45,000,000 Ukrainians. Ma- 
jority need to be evangelized. This is a 
place for you in God’s Missionary program. 
Help Fill it. Write for free literature. 


GOSPEL TENTS 


Bill Rice's. Sermon Film ey 
By EDITOR JOHN R. RICE 


When the office bell rang at the 5:30 closing time a few 
days ago some three carloads of us went down to the Scrip- 
tures Visualized Institute where Mr. Baptista kindly gave us 
a private showing of the new sermon film by Evangelist Bill 
Rice, my brother. The sermon is entitled, “I Am the Way,” 
and is a charming sermon on the plan of salvation, Bill 
preaching before the camera and with inserts of many inter- 
esting illustrations to make the sermon clear. 


I was very much pleased that 
Bill did not seem stiff nor self- 
conscious before the camera and 
microphone. He was as free as 
he is in the pulpit generally, and 
that means that he spoke with a 


freshness that is charming and 
helpful. 


I am especially glad that he 
gave his sermon, “I Am the Way,”’ 
showing that Christ Himself is 
the only way to Heaven. I trust 
we will have reports of many, 
many souls saved through this 
gospel sermon on sound film. Many 
Scriptures on the plan of salvation 
are used. And the illusrations are 
intensely interesting. You “will 
never forget the little girl who 
plays the part of Sandra in one 
of the illustrations, nor the little 
girl who drank gasoline and the 
little boy who saw her horror when 
she found that it was not water. 
The story of the airplane pilot 
having trouble keeping his over- 
loaded plane in the air will keep 


tions which appeal to the eye as 
well as the ear, t 


This sermon film will be shown 
by our film evangelists represent- 
ing THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
and you may have it shown in your 
church, if you like, along with 
one or both of my sermon films: 
one to lost people on “The Dying 


Thief,” and one to Christians on 
“He That Winneth Souls Is 
Wise.” 


The new sermon film by Brother 
Bill Rice may be purchased out- 
right from ys for $50, or it may be 
rented for one service or several 
from 


Scriptures Visualized Institute 

Sunnyside Street — 

Wheaton, Mlinois 

Those who want this sermon 
film, “I Am the Way,” by Evan- 
gelist Bill Rice shown in your 


church or community, please get 
in touch with 


PLEASE MENTiv.. hae at 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


ARE YOU A 
CHRISTIAN BOOK FAN? 


I AM. Send me six of your old copies 
and | will ship yeu pack, by return 
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Child Delinquency? 


of Children.”’ 
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The chapter, 


highest Christian authorities. 
The Family 


unspiritual home life. 


home problem. 


Absolutely nothing 
beok in print! 
ing, yet scholarly, 
changing. 
answer! 


Here’s the 


THIS GREAT BOOK: 


This book is a must for your home! 
saved many homes from divorce, from delin- 
quent children, from bitter quarrelling, from 


Master the extensive chapter on “Correction and Discipline 
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The Happy Adjustment of Husbands and Wives? 
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What Is Proper and Normal Sex Life for 


“Normal Sex Life in Marriage,” is about the 
only clear Bible discussion on this subject in print, praised by 
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_ THE HOME: 
Courtship, Marriage and Children 


has the answer to Christian problems about 
courtship, child delinquency. normal sex life, 
child discipline, family altar, birth control, 
divorces, adultery. A large handbook, 381 
pages, 22 authoritative, scholarly chapters! 
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Distinguished Men Say: 
Dr. H. A. Ironside: “In “this 


volume Dr. Rice speaks as a 
pastoral counsellor on questions 
that many ministers studiously 
avoid. He is both Scriptural 
and practical. A careful con- 
sideration of its chapters, cou- 
pled with a sincere desire to 
practice the truth therein set 
forth, might save many a fam- 
ily from shipwreck.” 


Dr. John W. Bradbury, ed- 
itor Watchman Examiner: 
Must have thrilled audiences 
which first received these 
messages. There is a simple, 
human touch about them which 
brings great principles down... 
to the everyday experiences and 
hopes of the common man’s 
home. It would do great good 
if every home in America could 
be established on these princi- 
ples.” 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr.,’ president 
Bob Jones University: “This 
book, excellently written, it 
seems to me should be read by 
every young married couple. 
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Assurance of Salvation By. 


The Word of God 


(Continued from Page 3) 


mouth, and in thy heart: that is, 
the word of faith, which we 
preach; That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

It is so near, so easy! Any 
penitent heart wanting to be for- 
given, wanting to be made new, 
wanting to be cleansed, can turn 
and have it settled in a moment, 
because the word is near, this 
word of faith, that is, even in your 
mouth and your heart. What is it ? 
Can you honestly confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus, be- 
lieving in your heart that God 
raised Him up from the dead? 
Then that, this Scripture says, is 
gaving faith! 

There are two simple parts to 
this promise. Take the last part 
first. Do you believe that God 
raised Jesus from the dead? That 
vroves His deity. Do you believe 
that Jesus really paid for our sins 
and rose for our justification, and 
that therefore He is God’s own 
Lamb given to save us? Now if 
you believe that this resurrected 
Son is God come in the flesh (as 
His resurrection proves), are you 
ready to claim Him as your own 
Saviour? That is what God here 
requires. And He _ says’. simply 
that anybody who claims Christ, 
believing that He is God’s own 
resurrected Son, is saved! 


It is so simple as this: every 
one who is willing to take Christ, 
God’s own resurrected Son, as 
his Saviour, can have Him. ‘And 
one who thus believing in Christ 
claims: Him, is instantly saved! 

The very minimum is required. 
If you know. that God raised: up 
Jesus from the dead, then you 
know that He is not an_ ordinary 
man. He is God’s Son, our Sav- 
flour. Now if you trust in that 
kind of a Saviour enough to claim 
Him, that is enough to insure 
your salvation! So says the Word 
ef God. And you who have so 
trusted Christ and claimed Him 
have an argument that you have 
a,right to bring before God or 
anybody else that you are saved! 
According to the Word of God 
you can know that you have pass- 
ed from death to life, on the auth- 
ority of God. 

5. Do You Make God a Liar, | 

Doubting His Word? 

Let us go back to the passage 
in I John, chapter 5. We noticed 
it above, and found that it plainly 
promised that one may know that 
lhe has %ternal life. But now con- 
@eider the whole passage, I John 
§:9-13: 

“If we receive the witness of 
men, the witness of God is great- 
er: for this is the witness of God 
which he hath testified of his 
Son. He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath the witness in 
himself: he that believeth not 
God hath made him a liar: be- 
cause he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He that hath 
the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not 
life. These things have I writ- 
ten unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal 
life, and that we may believe on 
the name of the Son of God.” 

How strange that anyone would 
receive the witness of men instead 
of the witness of God! Now God 
bac given a certain witness con- 
cerning His sg “He that believ- 
eth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself.” That is, 
Christ Himself comes 
heart and saves the soul through 
the regenerating work of the Holy 
Spirit. Thus one has within him- 
self the new nature and the in- 
dwelling Spirit of God, as witness 
that he is saved. And one who 
does not believe what God has 
written on this matter makes 


.God a liar “because he believeth) 


not the record that God gave of 
bis Son.” 

And then Gog gives us plainly 
again the written record, which 
we are to believe, and thus to 
know that we are saved. 

“And this is the record, that God 


Py ee » 


‘hath not life.’ 


— 


eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He. 
that hath the Son hath life; and 
ne that hath not the Son of God 


rath given to us 


Then comes this blessed prom- 
ise: “These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God.” 

Will you believe this record, 
put down in the Bible so you 
might know for sure that you 
are saved? Are you ready to be- 
lieve God on the matter and risk 
Christ on this naked word of 
Scripture? If you have _ trusted 
Christ, He says you are saved. 
if you have opened the door and 


receiveq Christ, then you’ have 
everlasting life. Oh, today put 
your trust in Jesus -and_ then 


know by the Scriptures that you 
have eternal life! 

If one reads this who has not 
trusted in Christ alone for salva- 
tion, I beg you in Jesus’ name to 
trust Him today and take the 
salvation so freely offered. 

Now, dear doubting friend who 
may read this, will “you throw 
away your doubts and risk the 
plain Word of God? Or will you 
inake God a liar by doubting His 
Word? 

Now one who bases his assur- 


ance om the plain Word of God 
may have ‘other assurances also. 
He may love other Christians in 
a way that a lost man cannot 
And thus he may 
know that he is saved, according 


to I John 3:14 which" says, “We 
know that we have passed from 
dcath unto life, because we love 
the brethren. He that loveth not 
his brother abideth in death.” 
The Christian graces will develop 
in a good Christian so that he Can 
have an added assurance of his 
salvation in the fact that he has 
a love for Christians in his heart. 
But I remind you that this is. not 
the main assurance. The main 
assurance is the record God has 
written which, He said, is writ- 
ten “unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye 
rnay know that ye have eternal 
life...” But there is a sweet 
added assurance when we discover 
that we love Christian people as 
an unsaved person cannot love 
Christians. 

Again, a Christian wuHl find as 
he grows in grace that he keeps 
God’s commandments. Not per- 
fectly, of course. All*of us are 
sinful and weak. “If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us,”’ 
says I John 1:8. Yet a Christian 
dees love the Word of God and 
coes want to please God. There 
is something in every born-again 
Christian that hates sin and wants 
to keep God’s commandments. If 
a Christian lives near the Lord 
and grows in grace, he will find 
that sweet added assurance of his 


love them. 


salvation. “And hereby we do 
know what we know him, if we 
keep his commandments” (I John 
2‘a): 

Should a Christian have joy? 
Yes, and thank- God I have much 
of it. How many, many times 
the Lord has been so near to me! 
Sometimes I have rejoiceq in His 
presence so that I have laughed 
eloud for joy. Sometimes I have 
said over and over again, “Praise 
the Lord! Praise the Lord!” It is 
very sweet and precious to be con- 
scious of the Lord’s presence and 
to know that He hears our pray- 
ers and answers them and to 
know that He has His power up- 
cn us and will use us. I have 
such feelings ang such joys, praise 
His name! But when feelings 
fade or change or _ disappear, 
thank God I have the solid rock 
of God’s Word that never 
changes! God _ still loves’ the 
world! It is still true that God 
cave His Son, Jesus, to die for 
sinners! It is still true that the 
Scripture says, “Whosoever  be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” Bless 
God, when I change, the Bible 
coes not change! When my feel- 
ings change, my emotions, God’s 
blessed truth does not change. And 
I know that I am God’s child, 
that He still has not cast me out, 
becausé He said He would not. 
T know that I have everlasting 
life and shall not come into con- 
demnation, but am passed from 
death unto life, because Jesus in 
John 5:24 plainly says so. Oh, 
praise the Lorg for the solid-as- 
surance of the Word of God that 


cne who comes te Jesus Christ 
and trusts Him for forgiveness is 
saved! Salvation ia by faith in 
Christ, not faith in one’s emo- 
tions. So the strongest assur- 
ance is by the Word. 


I urge everyone who reads this, 
then, to throw away all your 
doubts and depend from this time 
forth on what God has. promised 
in the Word:and what Jésus: has 
done on the cross and is doing 
now as our High Priest at the 
right hand of God. Our sins are 
paid for! And if we have trusted 
Him for salvation we are saved. 
We know so because He said so! 
How blessed are those who know 
they are saved and who have this 
assurance based on the Word of 
God. 

So we are told about the con- 
verts,at Pentecost “they that 
gladly receiveq his word were 
baptized.” 

(The above article on “Assur- 


ance of Salvation By the Word of | 


God,” the first of seven chapters, 
besides the introduction, in a 
brand-new book, Seven Secrets of a 
Happy, Prosperous Christian Life. 
During the month of March, letter 
month, we are offering this book 
of about 64 pages absolutely free 
to the first ten thousand people 
who write definitely asking for 


it. We have more than 41,000. 


subscribers, and are only printing 
ten thousand copies of this large 
paper bound book, Only one copy 
sent free to each person writing. 
Other copies may be ordered for 
35c each. Write Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 W. Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois.) 


———EO | 


into the} 


u thy HI 


| 


This 


phos bee 


‘ A wks 


w are Coral 
unviled. te u elz2and 


thia trl. Line Cassy on 
thee whee Le wey Lig 
rely ans Ay xe! a ae 


he r fez. 


emeritus 


Bob Jones, Jdr., 


Is Jesus God? by John 
The Basis of Christian 


Questions Jesus Asked 


Simply sign the coupon at right, 


your first two _ books, 
free, will be on its way to you! 


bership. 


on your Christian reading! 


Buena Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, Chicago, Il. 
Litt.D., L.H.D., 
LL.D., president Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, Greenville, South Car. 
Robert G. Lee, D.D., LL.D, Litt.D., 


Free Book NOW! 


Here’s how you get your free book for joining. 


to buy at least four books from the Sword Book 
Club (monthly selections or alternates). We believe 


you'll find that many you will want before your C] 
first year as a member is half gone! Pick which 
of the above list, all former selections, you would CT 
like to have. Then decide which of the free books CJ 
listed on the coupon you would like to have. En- 
close your payment for your first selection, and “ 


one of them absolutely 
ble for all the benefits of Sword Book Club Mem- 
You will get the Sword Book Club News each 


month telling you of the new selection. 
have the expert advice of these great Christian men 


These distinguished judges pick your monthly selections 
V. Raymond Edman, Ph. D.,; LL.D., 


pastor Bellevue Baptist 


president | Wheaton College, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Wheaton, Ill. te T. Roland Philips, D.D., 
Henry Hepburn, D.D., minister Arlington Presbyterian 


Baltimore, Maryland. 


gelist, Wheaton, Illinois. 


. Rice, ($2.00). 


The Disciplines of Life by V. Raymond Edman, ($2.00). 


Faith by Floyd Hamilton, ($2.50). 


God’s Cure for Anxious Care by John R. Rice, ($1.50). 
The Holy Spirit by R. A. Torrey, ($2.00). 


by Clovis Chappell, ($2.00). 


Root Out of Dry Ground by Argye Briggs, ($3.00). 


C2 ee), 


William H. Rice, widely-used evan- 


John R. Rice,, D.D., Litt.D., evan- 
gelist, author, editor “The Sword 
of the Lord,’ Wheaton, Mlinois. 


These Great Christian Books Were Monthly 
Selections in 1948 


I Was Born Again by Norman A. Wingert, ($2.00). 
Memoirs of MacCheyne by Andrew A. Bonar, ($3.50). 
Bread From Bellvue Oven by Robert G. Lee, ($2.00). 
The Soul Winner by Charles H. Spurgeon, ($1.50). 
Sermons From Paul by George W. Truett, ($2.50). 
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Is Your Invitation to Join the 
Sword Book Club and 
GET A FREE BOOK! 


Now you may become a member of the Sword Book Club. 

. We are inviting you to share the benefits that belong to Sword 

Book Club members — Free books, specially selected books, the 
advice of nationally-known and distinguished judges. 


You pay no fees, simply the price of the books you buy, and 
YOU BUY ONLY THOSE BOOKS YOU WANT! Simple, isn't it? 


Each month he very best books from all Chris- 

tian publishers are sent to these men of God. They 

read them carefully, review each one of them, and 

. then select the best one out of the group. When 

all the scores are totaled up, the book receiving the 

most votes is chosen as the monthly selection for 
the Sword Book Club. 


Church, 
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Church, 


chosen, 


simple form which 
News. 


alternate choice. 


With every fourth book a member buys—month- 
ly selection, alternate, or former selection—he gets 
a wonderful, specially chosen dividend book—abso- 


lutely free! 


Members receive the Sword Book Club News, 
which tells all about the book the judges have 
If a member wants the book, he does noth- 
ing—the book will come to him automatically. If 
he does not want it, he simply fills in and mails a 


On it he indicates whether he wants no book 
at all that month, or if he wishes he may order one 
of the especially attractive books offered as an 


is printed right on the SBC 


ts 


in which you agree 
books, 


You will be eligi- 


You will 


Sword Book Club | 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Please enroll me as a member of the Sword Book Club. I agree to buy 
at least four Sword Book Club books each full year I am a member, and 
my membership may be cancelled at any time after I have bought four such 
For my FREE book I want: 
THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage and Children 
by Dr. John R. Rice ($2.50). , 
Comments on Here and Hereafter by Dr. Bob Jones ($1.50). 
The Theory of Evolution and the Facts of Science 
by Harry Rimmer ($1.50). . | | 
Behold Your King by Florence Bauer (a Christian Novel) ($1.75). 
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